PLANS  FOR A NEW  LONDON
he had been largely responsible for the Act of 1662.l In
April 1665, before the Plague immobilized all such activities,
he had shown concern for its enforcement, declaring that he
would make an examination of the progress made.3 His taste
and his good sense were, from the start, known to be on the
side of the reformers, and it is plain that he would not willingly
have sacrificed any practicable improvements. He would,
however, be opposed to any undue delay. England was at
war with a combination of her most dangerous rivals, and
London was almost indispensable to her chances of success.
As the largest city and the chief port in the kingdom, her
people and her stores were of paramount importance, whilst
her taxes and her financiers were vital. Her actual share of
the total taxes was large3 and was comparatively quickly paid,
and, whilst the provinces were slowly collecting their grud-
gingly voted, unwillingly paid share, advances from her
bankers and citizens were the only means of keeping Charles's
treasury open. The Lord Treasurer was not writing as an
alarmist, but was stating a simple truth when, seeking to
mitigate the effects of the Fire, he called for the use of every
urgency in the collection of the taxes, giving as his reason
that London had been 'the centre of his Maties affaires, and
from whome it was formerly supplyed untill other parts could
performe that share which belonged unto them*. Because of
the calamity 'all merchants and Tradesmen belonging to
[London] being not able to continue that Credit they have
formerly given* the counties must 'like members in the body
... send Strength unto a Heart thats faint'.4 Writing much
later, Clarendon described the effects more precisely: through
Fire and Plague 'The two great Branches of the Revenue,
1 14 Charles II, c. 2.
*Cal. S.P. Dom., 1664-65, p. 303.
a She was assessed at approximately one-fourteenth of the total assessment for such
direct taxes as the Royal and Additional Aids, and her contribution in indirect taxes
was greater.
4 The Lord Treasurer, the Earl of Southampton, to the Commissioners for the
Royal Aid and the Additional Supply for the Town and County of Hereford,
September isth, 1666: (B.M., Add. MS. 11056, f. 259).
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